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When a bunch of airman moved into San Diego

in September they found themselves in a Navy paradise. So what better place to visit than the

seemingly endless deck of an aircraft carrier in pord It was a great tour, except for the countless steps to be climbed.

‘0l, 02 Reunion Strong Receives Plaque from

Sites Set

At the mecting of the officers and direc-
turs of the 306th Associarion, following the
annual business meering 9 Sepr in San Diego,
Minneapolis/St Paul was selected as the site

for the 2001 reunion of 306th vererans.

¢ e i 4 8 -
) !
59 September, 2001 |
\ 2 \
\ Thunderbird Hotel ]
| and Conference Center :
| !
, Blioomington, MN |l
s s A i
Atrer raking this acrion, the leaders of the
Assonwonernon afsoovoresd o have the 2002
o ol agsin i Savannah, probably in

afacility doser o rhe ?‘v‘[l_uf'n v Srh AF

Herrage Musewm than was possible ar the

[998 reumion held there
As rame hos passed, the Museum has

ncreased s exhiburs and inits new stans as a
LGUTIST Aalrraciiomy hias seen E|:L‘ rise ol se'-'-:ml
liotels and maorels close o the museum, along

with 4 sigruficant increase noa variery of

restaurants near by, which will serve our group

well,

Medalis for

Donald Ross at Reunion
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In recognition and gratitude for 25 years of faithful service to the 306th

Bomb Group Association, as Founder, Historian, Secretary and Editor,

Association,

He is the one man most responsible for the growth and vitality of our

Presented at San Diego, California, September 9, 2000

Combat Duty
Confusing

By E..|. Hennessy

[ read vour Inreresring
i have to suy thar | tend to agree with
Mack McKay abour the souvenir aspet r.l
]m""f! E'I['l.'.-"ﬂg-'.a ;‘hum':hl CHIT S jces medals
ang emblemns were o very Tz el

Presidential Linte Corarmons confused
Me, The statiseics ¢ learly show rhar the
Oiginal Group personnel 1:1-r.1|n-..'xl' l’.l:‘
ht'a‘“’“‘—ﬁt tosses bur kepr goimg | { i are
o, later on, these [PLIC gmilems
"Bpeared on the chesrs of these whe 2
“ied to be flying mostly cross-countly i
While the early birds gor rheir burts Jercked
Y every time our

One adventure — | 7 April 43
| anlﬂd' Ninery munutes of hghrer
k] No escorts! Henry W Termy,

: th (o, tiok his .\'r_ju;hfn i pilanes 1
26,000 feer where rhe tighrers ¢ ok
vnly EHRe

P aHes

it Eﬂ,&t none pass each-—the
BT fely really mushy in rhar rhon

“hdechals™ story
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air—and 10 guns were frozen. However,
the 369th’s six B-17s completed the round
trip on a bad day. (Ed. note: One of the
three warst days in 306rh history: 367th
lost 3, 368th-5 and 423:d-2).

The paint: This day was memorahle
but hardly unique. Nevertheless, there was
never a unit citation during my time, |
finished on 29 May 43. In retrospect, it
seems as if the old group should have gor-
ten a citation for ﬁhuwing up for work!

My feeling has always been thar the
surest way to get a major medal was to
worew up so badly that only an heroic

affort would extricate you. If a person with
tield grade rank screwed up they would
relieve him, send him to Bomber
¢ mmand and soon he'd be two ranks
higher, befirting a man with combar expe-

ol

rlrmlth-u ot look for bitrerness in any of
amusing in retraspect and

e fr's pretry . tros|
jit h |g!1l|i_fhr~a the peculiar thinking of the
- ] ; .
e Flardly anyhody saw the hig picture
Lo | ment and the ones who

®CITE

figured it out the best were military histo-
rians 20-30 years younger than us who
really dug into the archives and came up
with some interesting facts, mostly over-
looked here-to-fore. Computer analysis,
['m sure,

Like: the Air Corps had the lowest
percentage of people drawing combar
dury-the air crews—hur conventional his-
torians caleulated losses when only 10%
was at risk! A couple of the younger histo-
rians declared that the 8th Bomber
Command, in reality, had the worst losses
of all the branches of U, 5. Armed
Services by about tenfold. Of course, Ask
any of us!

It doesn't really make any difference
to the world in general, bur it does
explain why there were so many mental
breakdowns, desertions and reassignments.
Gioing against heavy odds for a whole tour
changes your outlook, blood pressure and
digestive processes. Fibrillation of the anus
was rampant—and we did not even know
whar that meant!

A Great Time
Had by 300
at San Diego

In a time when our membership is slow-
ly shrinking, and when holding a reunion at
an extreme edge of the country brings ques-
tions, attendance for the reunion hanquet at
San Diego in Seprember jumped back up
over that of 1999 in Sr. Louis.

By the editor’s count of the attendance
raster, it appears that we had 309 persons in
the Marriott Harbor Island Horel for our
annual Sarurday night bash, closing out four
days of fun, food, levity, and exploration of
some of the important facets of the San
Diego area.

There were those who went to the
famed San Diego Zoo andfor Wild Animal
Farm, or wore their legs to o frazzle climbing
inside and outside the giant aircraft carrier
moored just across the harbor from us, or
tramped through COld Town San Diego, and a
myriad of other attractions thar had been
arranged by Chairman John Endicort and his
very able committee,

It was a fun time, with glorious weather,
and just lots of 306th people, their families,
friends of the 306th Association, and others
whao find WWII veterans a constant source
of stories about events of between 35 and 60
years ago,

A copy of "First Over Germany” was fre-
sented by Jerome Hivoman of the veumion com-
mittee to the commander, VFW Post 3738, San
Diiggo, for their sevvice as the color guard for our
hangueet.

Mow, for those who missed it, we plan to
g0 through a lot of these things again in the
fall of 2001 but in a mid-American venue at
Minneapolis, Minnesora,

Keep close to your mail box in January,
get the facts, fill out and mail the two regis-
tration forms (one for us and one for the
hotel), and get ready for another four days of
good times with good friends.

For some 25 years of poing to these
306ch bashes has convinced the editor and
other regulars that though you may nat know
any of us who attend these reunions, but you
spent your time at Thurleigh or thereabours
with a bunch of B-17s for picrorial and noise
making background, we will guarantee you
will go home from Minnesota with a whole
host of new friends that you will wish you
had met years ago,

Now, don't be stubborn abour ir. Make
your plans, grab the wife and kids, or a wide
eved erandchild, and be there. We want to
meer you,

And perhaps we can persuade some of
those Scandinavians whose ancestors sertled
in the cold north that was a lot like their
European homeland 1o teach you o alk
with the broad inflections they scarter
through their speech.

People registered for their hotel rooms ar
the Harbor Island hotel in the main lobly,
bue this time we chased everyone to the 10th
floor ta check in with the 306th, pick up
your tickets, get your name tags, and then
take a look our ar the near and distant
scenery. San Diego sits at thar far southwest-
ern corner of the UL S, and | am sure that
some of our people wandered across the bor-
der to Tijuana, bur there was plenty going
going on north of the border for most of us.

We came from all over the LS. -Maine
tos Florida, west ro Seattle, and from the
Canadian border ro the Mexican border and
the Gulf of Mexico. Ralph and Daphne
Franklin came along to mix in a litde British
talle for us, too.



Obituaries
Robert M. Bayless, chiet armorer for
the 367th Squadron, died 19 Jun 00 in
Wanstield, WA, where he had lived since
leaving service 11 Scp 45, He leaves his
wite, Christing, 6¢, 9g¢, 7gge
James C. Bigham, 368th pilot, died 20
Sep 00 of Lou Gehrig’s Disease in
Kansas City, MO, He joined the Group
2 Apr 45 and flew eight missions, leav-
ing the Group in Jun 46. He was a
businessman and realtor, survived by his
wife, Georgeann, 2d, 3gc.
Frank 5. Bisignano, 369th gunner
[ Max Williams crew), died 2 Sep 00 in
Rogers, AR. He was a retired postal
clerk, and leaves his wite, Beth.
Richard L. Bohland, 368th waist gun-
rer ( Marlen Beber crew ), died 15 Oct
98 in Toledo, OH. He was the [9th EM
o complete a combat tour, finishing 22

Col, Victor Lisee, 309th navigator
( Loren Hubbell crew), died 28 May 00
at the Travis AFB hospital in Calitornia,

He had been a resident of Fairfield, CA,

for the past 30 vears, having retired in
Oct 73 as assistant depury chiet for
operations of the 22nd AE. He flew 24

nussions with the 306th and also flew in

the Casey Jones Project. He leaves his
wife, Constance, 5s, 7gc.

Sidney 8. Miller, 367th navigator and
POW (Charles Thelen crew), died 22
Feb 99 in Auburn, CA. He came to the
Group 21 Mar 43 and was MIA 5 Apr
43 on a mission to Antwerp, Belgium
(w. Kelly Ross).

Charles E. Nagel, 369th engineer
{Max Williams crew), died 6 Apr 94 in
Covingron, KY, after suffering a massive
hearr artack. He arrived with the Group
21 Apr 44, and completed his combat
tour in Sept 44, alter which he became

Tun 43. He leaves his wate, Shirlev.

Vincent E. Bowen, 367th bombardier,

died 2 Aug 00 in South Yarmouth, MA.

He came lare without a crew and flew

halt o dozen missions betore the end of

the war. He leaves his wite, Alice, 3¢,
Phillip Brourman, 423rd radio opera-
tor { Ragnar Carlson crew ) and POW 22
Mar 44 on a Berlin mission, died 24
Apr 00 in Pirtsburgh, PA. His peace-
time occupation was in retail merchan-
dising. He leaves his wate, Judith, 6c,
5;1{.
David Farrell, 367th copilot (Clarence
Fischer crew) and POW 17 Apr 43 at
Bremen (w.Bay Fortin), died 22 Feb 00
in Newport Beach, CA. He spent the
duration in Stalag Luft II1. He leaves
his witie, Betty Jane, 6, 19¢¢, 2ggc.
Fred T, Gillogly, 368th copilot
(Robert W Smueh crew) and POW 17
Apr 43 on the Bremen rard, died 22
Dec 98 in Buftalo, NY. He was preced-
ed i death by his wife Roseanne, by
rwo months. He was in the original
Group and became a first pilot 24 Jan
43. He also flew on the Group’s first
raid 9 Oct 42. He was the owner of a
very successful Chevrolet agency from
1954 unul his death. Fred leaves Sc,
Bec.

Paul Reloux, president; Lowell Burgess, vice

a gunnery instructor at Avon Park, FL.
He had been a bank operations manag-

er in Cincinnati, OH, before retirement.

John Paul Noack, 369th copilot
(Ralph Teters crew ) and pilot, died 5
Tun 99 in Pueblo, CO. He arrived with
the Group 8 Aug 43 and was MIA 11
Dec 43 on an Emden raid. He leaves
his wife.

William E. O'Brien, 368th pilot, came
to the 306th 18 Mar 42, and was soon
transferred to the new 43rd BG. He
flew 48 missions out of New Guinea,
most of them to Rabaul. After combat
he fimished his engineering degree at
Marquette University, O'Brien died six
vears ago in Sun City, CA, and left his
wife, Helen, 6¢,

Theodore M. Pochily, 367th navigator
(' Walter Bolte crew) and POW {William
}. Cunningham crew), died 30 May 90
i the 12 Hospreal, Albany, NY. He
came to the Group 15 Jul 43 and was
MIA 12 Aug 43 on a mission o
Gelsenkirchen, in the Ruhr Valley.

Robert C. Ruddock, 367th propeller
specialist, died 8 Feb 99 in Fremont,
OH. He leaves his wife, Rita, 2s, 4gc,
2gec.

LTC Albert E. Schulstad, 369th navi-
gator, died 10 Aug 00 in Minneapolis,
MN. He joined the 306th 16 Jan 43
without a crew, and became the 22nd
officer to complete a combat tour 7 Jul
43. He later completed USAAF pilot
rraining in Jul 44, and eventually

became a lt col in the USAF Reserve.
He retired in Mar 72 as acting director
of the Minneapolis Municipal Employee
Retirement Fund. Then for some years
was a professional engineer, He leaves

This picture came to the 306th Association from Andreas Charvatt of Rastaat, Germany, which is
a few miles south of Karlsruhe. Clarence Crowl, copilot for Charles Bayless' 369th crew on 15 Feb
44, is shown striding through a crowd of German citizens after his bailout. This was on a mission
to Augsburg, Germany, near the close of the “Big Week" assault by the Bth AF on German avia-
tion targets. All but one of Bayless' crew survived, only Raymond Manski being KIA. Crow] ended
up in Stalag Luft | at Barth. Positive identification was made by Crowl after he received a copy of
the picture from the editor.

More Color in Echoes?

The last issue of Echaes came to you in full color, and we received a very favor-
able response, with people always stating their approval with a remark such as “Why
don’t you do that every issuel”

The editor and the printer think it is a lot more fun to produce an interesting

issue in color, bur there is only one hitch: COST!

Color runs up the printing bill an extra $1,000, and the treasurer, Mr. Houser,
says we can stand that only oceasionally, usually about once every two years. At the
time we mailed the last issue, which was perhaps the prettiest of all we have pro-
duced in color, we already had in hand two colorful features, both of which had some
tirnely qualities in them.

We hope still to run this color again, but it will probably be 2002 hefore you will
see them.

If someone wants to step up with a $1000 contribution annually to assure a color
issue at least a quarter of the time, we will be happy to work on the idea,

3206th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will help you follow the 306th through the combat period, 1942-5:
Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons
Dray-by-cay diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons’ combat activities. More than 150 pages, also
including plane and personnel rosters, Plastic bound.
306th Echoes, on microfiche

b : . Now awikable from 1976-1994, with 2 41-page Index those Can be viewed at
president; Russell &, Strong, secretary; Robert hi wl_h;ﬂ? 1?;1;01[’ a'ld(%?{'}‘q{mg S Men of the 306th, on microfilm s mng = e e
N, Houm, Jeauins IR e, pennis T, e b A role of 16mm fkm duplicates the 306th cand file of nearly 9,000 men, including data extracted from yarious
Leland Kessler, Donaid R, Hoss, tredenck T | - John R. Steinhaus, 423rd navigator 306th records, and personal dsta on some of e men. 1995 edido _
Sherman, directors, Wallace Boring, past { Curtis Oakes' crew), died 30 Aug 00 Mission ol
president. . 5 . 4 etk b Reports _ / : .
Ralph Franklin, British representative, i %{doll}m(:ud,.gﬁ Hcdscgg P c;;r IR animfnﬁ_rhl reports on cach mission you flew, including inielligence summarics, track charts, formations and
National School Cottage, Keysoe, Beds, | Cccades as president an = crew inerrogation reports. Data for some missions may be missing from the fics. Three missions for $5. i
W44 2HP England; Telephone from U.S. California _Lur_hcrm HﬂmFs. He was GRDERFORM 3670 Cor A Dyiry s B =) $1T 00 .
0]1.441234-708715. also an adjunct professor in the USC 3681h Co m.m“_ o 700
L : School of Health Services I 359|h T mﬂ?uj. : $l?rﬂﬂ_ 1|
306th Echoes is published four IMes .annus_tlh.r: Administration. §23rd Co bﬂlﬂw e
January, Aprl, July and October, and is mailed : ) mhbxat Diary $17.00_
frae of charge to all known addresses of 306th Joseph J. Zarriello, 368th radio opera- | 306ih ECHOES' Microfiche: 1975-1994 §15.00__ II
| oersonnel, 1942-45, Contributions in support of tor { Paul Paulsen crew), died 31 Aug oS 1992-1994 § 5.00
| o otort may be remitted to the reasurer. 99 in Las Vegas, NV. He lecaves his wife, Men of The 306th 53{}{}{}—“
|II v EDITOR: Daolores, 4¢, 12gc. |l Casey Jones Project $10-llﬂ‘_' I1
.j-:: im,j. 4t -hanges of address, editorial com- 306th Family Nﬂrmmhmmmw Association (prices quoted Include postage and packaging charge
s i pap (FTE i x o
mients At e BHEE Cheval PI,, Alice BL Bu_rgess, wife of Col. Lowell .
H;_f;-.!'i:.‘:".',‘ 4 M—:I.-"-' éi'! 5 Phone T04/5R8-3803. W EL[.I"gCﬁﬁ, a if]ﬂgrim{: victim af MS’ Mﬂ]l[ng.’lddm: "
Crarlofie NC ~00 onunnianet atoet died 28 Jun 00 in Lebanon, IN. | Send to: Secretary, 306th BGA, 5323 Cheval PL, Charlotte, N¢ 28205
PR S a Although she had been ill since 1965, - = If
TREASUREFR she had missed only one reunion since

Faye McViear, widow of Herbert [,
McVicar, 367th communications
chief, died 3 Aug 00 in Sacramento,

S money v

| Helen I. Vickers, wife of Rabert L.
aopert N, Houser £

1983, and was one of our very carly Vic
ickers, 367th navigator, died 15 Jul 00

7 Heax d : i
)k wheelchair participants,

e l=F
o i AR

4

pepnier as 44 LTS, — o ¢ : in Cohlﬂlhja MO, §he -
Sis o . storicel A s .,..,-.f.':l-f ; Mrs. Harr:,r Hoser, wife of H:r.t‘l':v’ Huser, CA. He had died 19 Jul 91. She Hefags had D:j ' thL Icai-LS EC, Eg{_‘.
Tha _-]'lf.'l'l."'-'f-'r-' Bort ,-'.l.ff.-'uf- Jrg:i:”_}_&_rfﬁ_r _..1'.'_--“.-'. 2 369th tail FUNNCT, died 18 IL'IFI 2000 1 leaves 41:1 Sg‘:. in ant' : lﬁl‘a.tcd r.““: C{juntry Puddicr‘
o Frgerally g E-ERETTI fl.-..--r.;f e 501 fed 14 @ P]]i]al:ltlphin, PA. She leaves fic, 12gc. lque SI‘UP n 'r:]l'{l'f".fl'ltl.‘.1 .MD, and
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|II ataran 5 groug
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was a frequent reunjon participant.




in San Diego

: {0 i
Pep Pernande Haapa, ARC Herman Kaye, 423rd & Em Christianson,
and Gary Armbrust, 423rd I68W

Fred Sharman, Hugh Phelan 367th, Dale Briscoe & John Hickey. Briscoe, Sherman and Hickey flew on the same 369th crew.




Karl & Edith Madsen, 368th
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Ralph & Mell Bordner, 368th, and Ralph and D],phna Franmlnl British

currt
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Our Museum,
Your Story,
Both Needed

More contributions from the British
are being accumulared at the moment for
the 306th Museum at Thurleigh than
from Americans. If you haven't moved in
vears now is the time to ger through that
bux, or rrunk, or footlocker thar came
back from England and remains to be
looked at.

It may surprise your wife to have you
rummaging through it, but it cughr to fur-
nish grear conversation wirh your children
and grandchildren as vou explain all you
did and saw during vour service abroad.

Remember, if you don't tell them
abour it no one else will, because no one
knows rhe unique experience vou had
there. It 15 for you alone to give your chil-

dren a look behind what the history books

may tell them. It is a distiner part of your
family history.
| hiate getring leceers from widows
rhat ask the question, “Whart did my
Charley, (or whatever you were known
kvl do in England? He never rold me!"
Mow, how do | answer them!? You're

hecause today the fact that you served
with a combar unit is important and you
know that your assignment wias important
o the war effore. You may think your
ground job was unimportant, bur you saw
the planes come and go. You saw the red-
red flares on occasion. You may have seen
a wheels-up landing. You may have heard

b

A New Look
at Combat in
Our War

“A War to Be Won, Fighting the Second
World War," by Williamson Murray and Allan R.
Millert. Cambiridse, MA, Harvard University
Press, 2000, 656pp, 535.00,

This is an interesting, compelling
work that faces squarely many of the prob-
lems that were so much a pare of WWIL

As the book moves on through the
years, these authors point fingers at those
who were in positions to lead, but then
failed ro do what rhey had been charged
to do. They point squarely at Omar
Bradley and do not bow and scrape at the
mention of Douglas MacArthur.

They appear squarely on the side of
Dwight Eisenhower and George S. Patton,

| i

423rd, | to r, front: Creston O. Cooke bt, John Maupin e, William Covington ro, Bruce
L. Jones CF, Joe Kasmiersky wg; back row: Carroll Reimann tg, Gorman W. Siler B,
Andrew Yeran furrished picture

William C. McKee P and Robert D. Smith wg.

and point out others who led brilliantly in
combat.

There is little abour diplomacy or the
home front. This is the hook which many

‘What If?’ Skews View of
. History, Good Reading

¥What Iff The World's Foremaost Military Historians Imagine YWhat

. Might Have Been, Edited by Robert Cowley. 1999, G. P Putnam's Sons,

the only one who can. Tell them the truth New York, 395pp.

In discussions about WYL, the Civil War, or some of the

i Napoleonic ventures haven't vou or friends sometimes asked "What
i if?" about a military situation,

Twenty writers have accepred the challenge o tell the story of

major incidents in combats ranging from 701 B.C. to the present
i day. Needless ro say, Stephen Ambrose has authored the piece on
i WWIL

Because rhese men are specialists on the periods they write

war scholars have been waiting for in try-

. ing to bring together the combat actions on world fronts, to

i show their relationships, and because of this broad sweep must
: spend a considerable amount of time in various parts of the

¢ world that most fighting men did not ger to.

This reviewer thinks that those European veterans will

i find much of interest in the review of the Pacific battles, and

i Pacific veterans will learn much about what transpired

i halfway around the world. Rather in the middle of all of this

¢ were the U. S, Army, the U. S. Navy, the Army Air Forces,

i the Marines and the many other segments of the U. S. effort.
i Each has irs story, which has been told in numerous books,

¢ but here is the major attempt to place them all in relationship
i to each other.

It was not an easy task, but they have done it well, and if

i you continue to have a major interest in how the West won

i rhis war, then deserve to secure your copy of this book and

i ahour, I venture thar you will learn quite a bir of history that never
i spend two or three weeks working through the war once

appeared in the more generalized courses thar most of us took in ;
i high school or college. This is an enlightening experience toread | again, more than fifty years later.
i rather deeply into situations that we may know about, and then ; In a chapter devoted to the Combined Bomber Offensive,
¢ have the writer alter the facts perhaps only slighcly so that the win-  { feacuring the RAF and the U. S. Eighth Air Force, the
" e e Sl and T see o easty this migng e e nappened. i oaathors o thelr sumenation of this aspect of the war hepgin

tales thar haven’t been voiced by anyone
else thar need o be told. Ir is chese litrle
birs of WY lore char are important
Foacky
They are mwost important of all w
. Soamriineh TR R VDT T

arandsons wino need o gimpse of hstony
from somecne who was there. A great-
grandchild sees anly his old grandfather,
hur a few stories from vou will change his
whale outlonk on history—hecause you
were a part of it.

Your children and grandchildren need

ror hear vour srories. You are their hero.
Whar you rell them can add so much to a
|1j,:itn;1r1.-‘ projecr, so much to an ofthand

conversation abour life “way back when!”

If you want ro ger rechnical, remem-
ber that the heavy bombardment experi-
ence as done in WY1 was unique to that
war. It wasn't done before and it hasn't
heen done again since. The large forma-
tions were a WWIT phenomenon. Again,
the facr thar you participated is important
to your family.

Giet our your pictures, show your
medals, rell them your story.

Many from Thutleigh are still around
who received Distinguished Service
Crosses, Silver Stars, Distinguished Flying
Crosses, Air Medals, Bronze Stars, Legion
of Merit, Soldier’s Medals, and the like.
Usually in the box with your medal was a
small replica which will go in a coar lapel.
A year ago | began wearing mine. No one
has commented on it. Bue | feel proud of
having received it. It may not mean a
thing to others, but it means a great deal
to me n these years thar are winding
down,

We are still looking for crew
pictures. If yours has not run as
yet, and you know one Wwas taken,
why don't you go searching _
among your treasures fo see if
you can find one.

We are down to one picture in
this issue, and we would still like
to run more in the future, It's up

i Relations with the Soviet Union would

: have been impossibly difficult and danger-
¢ ous. That is a terrible prospect—bur it

! mighr have happened if the Germans had
¢ beaten us on the beaches of Normandy.”

1 atso has connections to our own time a8 evidenced in the

¢ initial chapter, which pictures Jerusalem in 701 B.C. and the chap-

¢ ter is subritled “The Plague That Saved Jerusalem.” The writer an

¢ our Civil War shows how a number of times how rhe outcome hung
by a slender thread, which if broken, would have thrown the victo-
{ ty into the opposite camp.

Covering our own lifetimes, the chapters include "How Hitler

Ambrose concludes his chaprer, “Thar the consequences of fail-

{ ure on [0 Day would have heen catastrophic is obvious; what they

i would have been is anyone's guess; what stands out for me is thar

¢ one of the consequences would not have been a Nazi victory.

i Almost surely, however, one of the consequences would have been
i a Communist victory in Europe. A Communist Germany, France,

! Low Countries, and Italy would have meant no NATO and a possi-
hility of a Communist Greart Britain.

i their section on “The Air War in Retrospect,” begin by stat-
i ing: "In the air war aver Burope, virtually nothing happened
i the way prewar champions had predicred.”

Concluding this chapter on the Combined Bomber

¢ Offensive, Murray and Millett write: “Strategic bombing was
¢ crucial to the Allied victory. Unfortunately, by claiming too
{ much for air power, airmen created false perceptions. The

: Could Have Won the War,” “Our Midway Disaster,”, and Ambrose’s |
! chaprer, “D Day Fails, Atomic Alternatives in Europe,” and closes
: with “Funeral in Berlin: The Cold War Turns Hot.”

CBO contributed to history because it supported, and was sup-
: ported by, the efforts of Allied ground and naval forces. The

i cost was high, and with hindsight one can argue that strategic
¢ bombing was often waged unimaginatively, that air forces

i failed to adapt to the real conditions of war, and thar airmen

i often restricted the potential of air power. But are these not

i misconceptions and failures of imagination the conditions

¢ under which all wars are fought? In the end, what is certain is
¢ that the CBO was essential to the defear of Nazi Germany. It

£ was not elegane, it was not humane, bur it was effective.”

Directory

The last two copies of the previous
directory were sold in the lobby as people
were leaving the San Diego hotel Sunday
morning following the reunion.

There is now available a 20
Seprember cdition of the 306th Directory
reflecting all of the changes that have been
made in the interim, the previous issue
having seen the light of day in July 2000,

Get your copy now by ordering
from the Secretary’s Office for $10. Your
order is usually posted the morning fol-
lowing receipt of your check and order.

You don’t need an order form, just write
“Directory” on your check and that will
be sufficient for the secretary to get it off

1o you.
Make out your check to the 306th

Plzase send me

STREET.

= Emm N B O e e B O Ea S e e o e e e e e =

My check is lor 5

Often called
one of the best
WWII USAAF |
UNIT Histories -
It’s about
your Group!

Order Form

FIRST OVER GERMANY

By Russell A. Strong

copy(ies) 535 per copy plus $3.00 for poslage and handling.
. Make checks payable fo Russell A. Strong.
Date [/ [

BG Assn, and it will be forwarded to the
freasurer.

CITY, STATE & ZIP_
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h ¥isconti, Bill Feeser, Clem Amundsen and Bill Houlihan. All 367th.

Bob Carleton, 369th radio operator. First time reunioner, Vernon Delair, 423rd.

. . a i e . 1 3
ok Ruth Roclowell & Robert Daodge Robbie Lanyon & Hoot Houghton Francoise & Jerry Hinman

Erm Christianson,
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Through the

Eye of the
Needle

A Series by

10

306th Men

“Through the Eve of the Needle,"

In 1992 an interesting book,

WHas

published b the Stalag Luft 111 Former
Prisoners of War.

It was edited by Joe LConsolmagno, a

367th navigaror until he entered Stalag
Lutt 111, He is one of nine 306th members

who have written pieces for this book, and |
i was a mass of flames and the left wing was

also included among the authors is Col.
tohn L. Byvan, 367th Squadron command-

et tor a day, as he became an evadee the
tollowing day.

Urthers among the authors are Keith
Lonley, Tames Crouch, Leland Dowden,
Don Eldredpe, Bobert Hermann, Robert
Seelos, Myron Sorden and James
Vaughrer.

Wibth Echoes has received permission
from Gen. Albert P Clark to reprint in
npwoming ssues their stories, which will
pear i alpha order, Clark, a fighter
pilot, was one of the very first American
pilots to tall 1nto German hands, and con-
Cinies to marntain a great interest in the
wnivities of the Stalag Luft 11T member-

shap

Good Help at
San Diego

i
a
h

Each reunton has a characrer of irs
wiy, and most of vur chairmen have had
group standing at their elbows who have
elped in many ways to make sure that

iW06rh men and rheir guests have a good
cine i s well-omanized setting, [t was

k]

To A T Uhean as e Dodye,

Fuohvert Vaugnm and his wife, Lee, Danny
Houghton, Lesann Landy, Jerome
Hinman and Michelle Reioux helped in
many ways to make John Endicor’s chair-
manship a success.

Wiriting for all who atrended, for the
officers and direceors of our Association,
for the Secrerary’s office, and many who
came just ro he with us, we extend our
hearriesr thanks and congratulations to
John and all the rest,

W

Keith

Conley Tells of His Experience

Page 7

after Bailout over Germany

By Keith Conley 369th Pilot

. 29 July 1943, Kiel, Germany
i Deceased

Cur bombs had been dropped and we

: were heading west toward England with

i that happy feeling of having another mis-
¢ sion under the belt, when we received a

i particularly vicious fighrer arcack. An ME-

109 appeared from nowhere and flew

i straight through the formation wich all
I guns firing,

After he completed his pass, our B-17

i pracnically shor away. So there was no

i choice but to bail out. 1 was last to leave

¢ and made it just before the plane explod-

i ed. I pulled my ripcord almost immediate-
i Iy and hardly felt the opening shock and

i the bitter cold as [ sadly warched the

i Fortress formation disappear into the west.

Stalag Luft Il

Prisoners of Stalag Lufr 111, Sagan,
Poland, which includes a number of
306th men on its roster, will hold irs
final reunion, reports Bob Weinberg,
who serves as president.

The gathering is planned for 8-13
May 2001 in the Adams Mark Horel in
Houston, TX, and it is hoped that a
large number of its onetime occupants
will be able ro atrend. i

A quick count of records shows we
had ar leasr 84 men, almosr all officers,

in Stalag Luet 111, beginning with Al
LaChasse, and continuing through
much of the war. LaChasse was MIA on
the group’s firse mission, 9 Ocr 42, He
was a 367th bombardier on John Olson's

RN

306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA

Send this form and check to 306th Bomb Group Association 1o:
Jack Frost, PO Box 13362, Des Moeines, 1A 50310,

Al of the foreign stamps and some
U.5. stamps coming en 306th mail are
contributed pericdically to Stamps for
the Weounded, which is a program sup-
ported by Lions International Stamp
club. John M. Hotchner, Falls Church,
WA, SFTW vice president, writes:
“Thanks for your kind support of cur
program.”
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Sguadron Golf Shirts

Embroidered B-17, Sguadron, Group (circle size)

367th red M, L, XL $20.00

368th white M, L, XL $20.00

369th green M, L, XL $20.00

423rd blue M, L, XL $20.00

306 Cap, Grey, Embr. 306 BG & B-17 $10.00

B-17 Gold Color Pin, Lapel or Hat $5.00

306th Patch 2-1/4 in, without First over Germany $5.00

306th Patch 3 in. with First over Germany $5.00

306th Patch 5 in. Group Logo $5.00

367th Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00

368th Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00

368th Paich 5 in. in Full Color $5.00

423rd Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00

306th Decal with First over Germany $0.50

306th “Black Thursday” Photo in Full Color $3.00

smppmg' and Handling - Up to 2 |bs. per package $3.00

Shipment via Priority or 1st Class Mail

.' B | Shipping & Handling $3.00

TOTAL

| NAME

STREET

CITY, STATE & ZIP __
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My thoughts were mixed: 1 was happy
to have escaped from the burning air-
plane, but angry and apprehensive at the
prospect of capture. | thought abour eva-
sion: hide in the woods until dark, travel
at night, keep a course south roward
Switzerland, eat off the land and eventual-
ly escape. I was beginning to acrually feel
optimistic about my chances, until 1 heard
the sound of an approaching airplane. Ic
was a German fighter, coming much like
the head-on attacks [ had experienced
often in my previous 22 missions.

The stories of airmen shot in their
parachutes flashed through my mind. 1
tried desperately to think of an idea to
escape this new danger. Before 1 could
react the fighter was circling me, and
much to my surprise lowered his landing
gear and flaps to slow down. He waved a
friendly salute and then flew away, letting
down and out of sight.

As | hit the ground, [ was met by an
elderly man with a swastika armband, a
Luger pistol, and a determined air. After
assuring himself thar | was not armed, he
nervously escorted me about a mile
through wooded country to a local tavern
thar seemed to be a collecring place for
captured airmen. The survivors of my
crew had all been caughr immediately and
had been broughr there.

The tavern was a civilian place and
many local people, excited and inquisi-
tive, peered through the windows, bur the
military took charge; stripped us of posses-
stons and then forced to stand against the
wall at atrention while whar valuables we

had were distribured amid cheering and

laughter, We were then taken by truck to

a nearty military camp where we teceived
our first taste of German dark bread and
POLALD SOUp.

The next morming we received a pre-
liminary interrogation in an atmosphere
almast the exact replica of Hollywood's
Mazi pictures. Up to then 1 thoughe the
movie versions of Germany were grossly
exaggerated. Now | was subjected to a
view of heel clicking, pushing, kicking,
guttural commands and general military
behavior that could have been lifted from
a Warner Brothers melodrama. It was all
extremely tiring and depressing, and ir
helped convince me that the fighter
pilot’s friendly salute of the previous day
had been a hallucinarion.

The interrogation lasted about three
hours. After it was over we were loaded
into a truck and taken a short distance to
a railway station in a small town near
Hamburg, Here we were handed over to
five guards and rold rhar they would
accompany us to Frankfurt, in southwest-
ern Germany. We were warned of the
futility of escape and threatened with
what would happen if we tried.

The railway station was a rypical
European shelter for travelers, concrete,
high ceilinged and dark. Trs gray coldness
and our dishevelled appearance perhaps
contributed somewhar to the events that
followed. We were a nondescripe, rough
looking group, not having been able o
wash or shave or clean up ar all since our
capture, We had no hats and our clothing
ranged from the familiar pale blue heared
flying suit to leather jacket and olive dark
rrousers; our shoes varied from the co-
pilot’s high combart boots to the waist

gunner's bare feet. He had lost his shoes
when his parachute opened. We looked
the living proof of the Nazi propaganda
description of the American air gangster,

The station was filled with civilians,
many wearing conspicuous white han-
dages. Mast of them seem to he carrying
all their earthly possessions. There were

also some military men and quite a few
uniformed youngsters from the Hitler
Youth Organizarion.

Most of the crowd consisted of ordi-
nary middle aged and older people, many
with babes in arms. They were refugees
from fire-bombed Hamburg. They had
lived through the nightmare of three days
and nights of merciless bombing and now
they were homeless, frightened, -- vengeful.

Our appearance among rhese air war
victims was a red flag to a bull. With the
first ery “Americanische Luftgangster” we
could actually feel the rising emation. The
crowd had no leaders. None were needed.
They all seemed intent on personal
revenge for the misery our hombing had
caused them. They wanted blood. Our
guards were naturally averse to using their
guns on their own people, and they them-
selves were badly frightencd. I felt they
were ready to desert us at any moment.

The guards' fright was nothing com-
pared to mine. [t is impossible to describe
the fear of that moment, 1 had known fear
in combar, bur that was a fear that could
be partially dispelled by the physical
action of battle. This was a paralyzing fear,
the kind that cannot be dispelled. This
was lynch mob thar was beyond reason.
Any overt action toward us by any person
there would have been the final signal for
a lynching. There was no way out, and
our only prospect was to sell our lives as
dearly as possible.

Bur the action never came. Ar that
moment, a most magnificent figure
appeared between us and the crowd, a
captain of the Luftwaffe—rall, beribboned
and superbly uniformed.

He acted swiftly and with such
authority that no one seemed to doubt his
right to issue orders or dared to disobey
them. He quickly formed the puards into a
protective circle around s, with bayonets

bared. He ordered the military men from
the crowd, including the usually rabid
Hitler Youth, and formed them into a fur-
ther protective element, Within this cir-
cle he moved us quickly through a door
into the street and then into a small
building. The whole action rook place so
quickly that no one had time to stop it. |
doube that the civilian refugees really
knew what was happening, or where we
had gone.

The captain dismissed the extra uni-
formed men and issued our guards further
orders. He then turned to me and in a
pleasant, relaxed mannet, with American-
accented English asked whar he could do
to help us further.

I was still unnerved from the events
in the station and hardly prepared for this
friendly gesture. I was so wary of the
matives of any German that it took a
moment or two before 1 could do more
than grunt an unresponsive answer. But in
the light of the Luftwaffe pilot's action the
previous day and our close call this day, |
soon warmed to this German, We talked
of air combat and flying. We even dis-
cussed the Milwaukee area and the ten
vears he said he had lived there. | never
learned the man's name in the rush and
intensity of events,

[ told him of the incident of the
fighter pilor while 1 was in my parachute
on the previous day. He seemed quite
affected. As he started to leave, | thanked
him once more far our rescue.

At the door he paused and said, "]
feel as chough [ owed it to you. You are
fliers and so am 1"

“Burt there is another reason,” he said,
just hefore he disappeared from our lives

forever. )
“I am the pilor who shot you down.



This shot at 24,000 feet shows the intensi

William Marcotte’s 423rd plane was MIAW of the flak over Bremen, Germany, on the mission of |3 Jun 43.
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Thi viewf's ﬂu"di"g for showing the sweeping turn of the bombers above a heavy cloud layer. USAAF photo
is .
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